
 

From the President 
 

 OSRA RESTRUCTURING UPDATE 

 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
In September 2009, at a Presidents meeting, an 
overwhelming mandate to restructure our Association was 
given to the then Provincial Executive of the OSRA.   A sub-
committee chaired by Mr. Peter Johnson was quickly 
established.  The first order of business was to review the 
current Constitution and propose changes and report back 
to the Executive.  After numerous meetings and drafts, a 

Constitution (draft) was completed and forwarded to the 
Executive with the proposed changes for their perusal.  
 
Over the last 6 weeks your current executive has met many times and worked very hard 
in its review of the draft provided by the sub-committee.    The spirit of cooperation was 
evident at every meeting by each executive member in their desire to bring our 
Association back to its rightful place in the Province and the soccer community.  This 
was not an easy task to say the least!  Firstly, we needed to establish how our 
Association will operate or look like for years to come; then restructure the Constitution 
to meet those objectives.  Again not easy! However, because of the resolve of this 
Executive we achieved our mandate and presented a New Constitution draft for the 
Presidents to review.   
 
On January 17, 2010, at a Presidents meeting, a review of the draft constitution was 
conducted.   Your representatives worked hard and long and asked many essential 
questions.  The executive was very impressed by the turn out and more importantly the 
enthusiasm each representative exhibited towards the draft proposal.   
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After 5 hours of debate, Iôm honoured and excited to announce that a óNew 
Constitutionô (draft) was agreed on in principle by all parties.    
 
So what is next?   
 
Well the next step is to obtain Royal Assent of the Draft Constitution from the 
membership.   
 
To that end, a Special Meeting of the Association will be held on February 28, 2010, 
were Iôm confident that the draft will be passed. In the meantime, I would strongly 
encourage each one of you to approach your branch representatives to get details of 
the changes and to ask questions.   
 
Once again, the spirit of this Great Association is alive and well.   
 
I congratulate everyone for a job well done!! 
 
Yours in refereeing, 
 
Frank Capizzano 
President, OSRA 
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Frank Polla RIP 
May 20, 1954 ï January 1, 2010 
 

It is with great sadness that Mississauga 
Branch has to report that their Vice 
President, Frank Polla, passed 
peacefully after a courageous battle with 
cancer on Friday, January 1, 2010 at 
Credit Valley Hospital at the age of 55. 
Frank is survived by his wife Susan and 
children Emily and Domenic.  
 
Frank will be sadly missed by his family 
members and friends and especially at 
OSRA Mississauga, where Frank was a 
member for over 12 years. 
 
 
 

Susan and Frank Polla 

Frank Polla with the Mississauga Branch Executive 



Please visit our website www.osra.ca  Page 4 
 

Around The Branches 
 

Brampton  
 
Our first meeting of 2010 on January 4 saw over 50 members and guests turn out for 
Rich Carmanôs presentation on Indoor Rules. It was noted that the BAS (our local Adult 
Indoor League) website had abridged rules on its website that were misleading. After 
consultation with the BAS President, the website was updated. 
 
On January 18, over 70 members and guests were present for an outstanding 
presentation by our DRC Mike Winstanley on Gamesmanship. Mikeôs presentation is 
available to other Branches through the OSRA College. 
 
Congratulations to Nick 
Lamanna and Andrew 
Armstrong on being 
upgraded to Regional 
Referee. 
 
Delroy Gordon and 
Lawrence Addo have been 
given dispensation for a 
further year to complete the 

programme. 
 

Congratulations to 
Heston Abdilla on his 
ñPHSA Young Referee of 
the Year 2009ò Award. 
Heston was voted OSRA 
Brampton Young Referee 
of the Year for 2008. 
 
We like a laugh at our 
Branch Meetings, and 
this week it was at the 
expense of Graham 
Elder.  
 
Most Brits will remember 
a childrenôs TV show 
from the 60ôs and 70ôs 
called Sooty and Sweep.  
 
 

 

Nick Lamanna Andrew Armstrong 

Heston Abdilla (centre) received his award from SRSL Referee 
Coordinator Zoltan Jakab (left) and PHSA DRC Mike Winstanley (right). 
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A couple of video clips were 
shown at the meeting of Sweep 
performing Nessun Dorma in the 
style of Pavarotti. All can be 
explained as follows: Sweep is a 
boyhood hero of Graham Elder, 
our 2007 Referee of the Year.  
 
Rich Carman, our President,  is 
also a big fan of Sweep, so 
Sweep (in the form of a glove 
puppet owned by Jenny 
Carman) made a personal 
appearance just for Graham.  
 
The question is: were those 
were tears of joy in Grahamôs 
eyes at meeting his childhood 
hero?  J  

 
If you are vaguely interested in what the fuss is all about, take a look at this clip on you 
tube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGfF101AFvY. Sweep rocks! 
 
Our next meeting is on February 1, our Education is being presented by Patty Peebles 
and her subject is ñDealing With Injuriesò. As always, all are welcome to attend our 
meetings. The Raffle Prize for this evening is two tickets to the OSRA Mississauga 
Valentines Dance. 
 
Halton 
 
The new Halton Soccer Referees Association (OSRA) is holding a series of three 
education sessions in the coming months.  These lectures are open to all referees who 
wish to attend, membership IS NOT REQUIRED. Members of other local Referees 
Associations Hamilton, Halton, Brampton and Mississauga members welcome. 
 
Location: Burlington Police Headquarters.  Southampton Blvd.  Burlington.  (Off Walkers 
Line South of Dundas St.  #5 Hwy) 
 

Tuesday February 23rd at 7.00pm sharp. 
 
Claude  Henoud,  Topic: Careless, reckless and excessive  tackles.    
 
PowerPoint Presentation with video examples. 
 
An explanation of the basic concepts of Law 12 and how to identify dangerous tackles. 
 

Sooty and Sweep (inset: Graham Elder) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGfF101AFvY

